OUR AMBASSADOR KING

adopted and such as King George himself found necessary
during his illness. In the end a compromise was made :
the King abandoned the ceremonial journey in State
coach, with its escort of Household Cavalry, and instead
travelled slowly to Parliament in a closed motor-car.

Similar situations have sometimes checked the Prince
in carrying out a "heavy programme, notably during his
Empire tours. It is easy to fall into the error of supposing
these tours of England and the Empire to be smooth
ways of unending pleasure; easy to overlook the
fatiguing effect of continually meeting crowds excited
to the highest pitch. The Prince is not of cynical mould.
He cannot witness a crowd's elation without himself
being filled with its influence. No man of his generation
has been acclaimed with more spontaneity, with more
genuine and immediate affection. Had he been in the
least a cynic, or had he slowly become so with'the passing
of years, such acclamation would have proved excessive
and gone to his head. Unfailingly it has gone to his
heart; and in that we see more clearly than anywhere
else the stuff of which he is made. His nature is of the
kind which not only shares the happiness of the crowds
he meets, but also suffers the inevitable reaction. In
Ms private life he must for ever be on guard against the
possibility of things falling flat.

The possibility must always accompany the life of
any Prince living at any time. The Prince of Wales,
living in these present years of discontent, faces
the danger every day. His very privileges can
make for monotony; his very popularity can induce
loneliness. There is only one way of escape, and
that he has found for himself, the way of incessant
service. But such service as is required of him cannot
be rendered if the health account is overdrawn. Yes
the whole matter comes down to that prosaic level!
And not the least of the Prince's services has been to
show a generation which, because of the shock of war,
has been prone to let physical resources run to waste
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